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CONSIDERATION OF PETITION PE1631 

 
1. I am grateful to Sigrid Robinson for her letter of 15 May 2017 to my official, Neil 

Robertson.   I am replying for the Scottish Government. 
 

2. The Committee asked about potential costs.   As outlined below, we have carried out 
some calculations.   These should be treated with caution, as there are a number of 
variables which could affect the final amounts.  
 

3. On the costs of implementing digital recording of Child Welfare Hearings, initial start-
up costs might be around £585,000.   This is on the basis that it would cost £15,0001 
to install digital recording facilities in a court room and that digital recording facilities 
would need to be installed in one room in each of the 39 sheriff courts in Scotland. 

 
4. There would also be running costs in relation to: 

 
 Maintenance. 

 
 Storage and retention. 

 
 Transcripts.   In accordance with usual practice, the parties would be expected to 

meet the costs if they required a transcript of the hearing.    If a party is legally 
aided, it is likely the costs would fall to the legal aid budget. 

 
5. Having considered the points made to the Public Petitions Committee, my view is that, 

regardless of costs, it would not be appropriate to have digital recordings of Child 
Welfare Hearings, for a number of reasons: 
 
 As the Scottish Courts and Tribunals Service (SCTS) indicated in their submission 

of 29 March 2017, Child Welfare Hearings are not structured as evidential 
hearings (where evidence would be recorded). 

 
 There is a risk that recording of hearings might increase their formality and make 

the parties more entrenched. 
 

6. You also asked whether the proforma used in children’s hearings to produce a record 
of proceedings could be adapted for use in Child Welfare Hearings.    Using a 
proforma of this nature in Child Welfare Hearings would be a matter for the judiciary 
and the SCTS.  It would be for the Family Law Committee of the Scottish Civil Justice 
Council to decide whether court rules should be laid down to make provision for a 
proforma of this nature. 
 

 
 
                                              
1 Lord Gill’s report on the review of the civil courts suggested that equipping a court fully for digital recording 
could cost up to £15,000 [paragraph 76 of Chapter 6 https://www.scotcourts.gov.uk/docs/default-source/civil-
courts-reform/report-of-the-scottish-civil-courts-review-vol-1-chapt-1---9.pdf?sfvrsn=4 ] 
 

https://www.scotcourts.gov.uk/docs/default-source/civil-courts-reform/report-of-the-scottish-civil-courts-review-vol-1-chapt-1---9.pdf?sfvrsn=4
https://www.scotcourts.gov.uk/docs/default-source/civil-courts-reform/report-of-the-scottish-civil-courts-review-vol-1-chapt-1---9.pdf?sfvrsn=4


  
 

 
7. However, the Scottish Government’s view is that it would be possible to adapt a 

proforma of this nature.  Clearly, some thought would have to be given as to the exact 
nature and purpose of any proforma.   In their written evidence on this Petition, the 
Scottish Children’s Reporter Administration say in relation to children’s hearings that 
“we record the reason for the hearing, those in attendance and the decision of the 
hearing.  We do not, however, record verbatim what is said in the hearing.” 

 
8. If it is intended that any proforma should record key points made in a Child Welfare 

Hearing as well as any decisions taken, then a different type of form might be needed.  
 

9. It might cost perhaps around £10,000 for an official to devise an appropriate form for 
Child Welfare Hearings and to seek views on a draft of the form. 
 

10. There would then be running costs.  In particular, sheriffs would need to complete the 
form and the sheriff handling the next hearing in the case would need to read the 
completed forms.  The exact costs would depend on how long this would take.   I 
understand from the SCTS that there were 12,794 Child Welfare Hearings fixed in 
2015/2016.   Based on this, estimated running costs of completing and reading 
proformas might be around £855,000 a year.   As I have indicated, estimated costs in 
this area should be treated with caution, given the large number of variables, such as 
how long it would take to write up and read proformas.  

      
11. In my letter of 24 March 2017, I indicated that the Family Law Committee (FLC) of the 

Scottish Civil Justice Council was due to consider case management in family actions 
at its meeting on 8 May.   On 8 May, the FLC decided to set up a sub-committee to 
consider the detailed issues on case management and to report back to the FLC for 
its next meeting on 23 October 2017.  
 

12. The Scottish Government is represented on this sub-committee.   My officials will ask 
the other members of this sub-committee for their views on whether court rules should 
make provision for a form to produce a record of proceedings in Child Welfare 
Hearings.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 


